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From The President 
 
I hope all of our members that are able to spend time in 
Eastham during the summer are enjoying the weather 

and beautiful beaches.  The summer seems to pass so 

quickly compared to those days in the winter when we 
are wishing the warm weather would hurry to New 

England. 

 

As I’m sure you are aware the warrant to construct a 

town-wide water system passed at the Town Meeting.   

Eastham will continue moving forward with the water 

system and expand the plan to cover the entire town.  
This will again cause an increase in the taxes all 

property owners pay.  The town website is an excellent 

resource for homeowners.  In addition, Eastham’s 
Administrator, Shelia Vanderhoef, will attend 

EPRTA’s annual meeting to answer your questions. 

 

Eastham has joined many other towns on the Cape by 

voting to impose a room occupancy tax on homes that 

are rented for less than 90 days.  This is slated to take 
effect in 2016 but  must be approved by the State 

Legislature before the town can implement it.   It has 

been defeated at the state level in the past.  When this 

legislation appears on Beacon Hill again it would be 
wise to contact your legislator and voice your opinion. 

 

We have been contacted by several of our members 
regarding a substantial increase in homeowners 

insurance.  The assumption is that the rate hikes are a 

result of the new flood maps that were issued last year.  
We have not been able to confirm that there is a direct 

relationship between the two events.  We would like to 

hear from more of our members. 

 

EPRTA is very interested in how our members view 

the proposed plans and changes for Eastham as the 

town moves forward.  Eastham town officials have 
been very receptive to information regarding how our 

members view changes that are proposed.  If you have 

not already provided us with your email address I 
would encourage you to provide it now by sending it to 

info@eprta.org so that we may keep you informed.  

We have never and will never provide your email 
address to anyone else.    

 

Summer 2015 

EPRTA ANNUAL MEETING 
9 AM — August 15, 2015 

Elks Lodge 
McKoy Road, Eastham 

 

The following proposed amendment to the EPRTA 

By-Laws will be voted upon at this meeting.  

 

The present Article IV Section 3 wording is:  

The President shall appoint a Parliamentarian, an 

Historian and one auditor from the Board of 
Directors.  

 

The proposed change would be added at the end of 

the above.  

",or, with the advice and concent of the Board of 

Directors, from other active members."  

 

The Board of Directors of EPRTA is always happy to 

hear from you.  You may reach any of us using the 
contact information on our website www.eprta.org.   

We welcome your input and look forward to seeing 

you at our annual meeting on August 15th at the Elks 

Lodge. 

 

Respectfully,  

Sue Connor 

Important Notice 
To Our Members 

 

We are looking for several new members with 
leadership and organization skills who are 
interested in serving others to join the EPRTA 
Board of Directors.  If interested please contact 
Gene Tierney at cgtierney219@gmail.com. 
 

http://www.eprta.org
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Town Meeting was held on May 4th with close 

to 700 residents in attendance going through a 31 

article Warrant in just under 4 hours.  A recap of 

the main articles is below: 

 

1. Article 7- Room Tax.  By a vote of 376- 278 

the meeting approved this article, which will 

allow the Board of Selectmen to petition the 

State Legislature to allow them to impose a 

room tax on approximately 1,200 short-term 

seasonal rentals.   

 

2. Article 8- Expand Municipal Water System.  

By a vote of 456-212, residents approved 

spending an additional $85 million to have a 

complete town-wide water system.   This 

article required a two-thirds vote and passed 

by ten votes. According to the Town 

Warrant, the debt schedule showed the $85 

million expansion will cost the average home 

owner $12,000 spread over 30 years.  The 

first year payment will be $127.   Last year 

the town approved a backbone water system 

to the tune of $45.8 million, which is 

expected to be completed by September 

2016. 

 

3. Article 12- Town operating budget of $23.9 

million was approved that required an 

override of $850,000 to implement. 

 

4. Article 17- Hay Road.  Agreed to layout a 

portion of Hay Road as a town way. 

 

5. Article 18- Nauset Spit By-law:  voters 

rejected this article that might have made it 

possible in the future, for Eastham residents 

to drive on Nauset Spit. This issue has been 

front and center for many months, as 

Eastham and the Town of Orleans work to 

resolve the issues involved.    

 
 

EASTHAM TOWN MEETING 

Annual Town Election was held May 11th. 

 

1. Bill O’Shea, formerly a Finance Committee 

member, was elected to a three-year term on 

the Board of Selectmen by a vote of 612.  He 

was unopposed and replaces Martin 

McDonald who stepped down after two terms 

on the Board. 

 

2. The only contested race was for a seat on the 

Nauset Regional School Committee that was 

won by incumbent Sarah Blackwell, who 

defeated challenger Judith Lindahl by a vote 

of 357-315. 

 

3. Voters also approved the additional $850,000 

override that had been previously approved 

by town meeting to fund the operating 

budget. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

EASTHAM TOWN ELECTION 
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By Robert Sheldon 
 

Single Family Homes 

■ The first 6 months of 2015 had 61 closings vs. 

60 for the same period in 2014, up 1.7%. 

■ The average selling price for the first 6 months 

of 2015 was $464K, down about 10% from 

full year 2014.  A few very expensive homes 

pushed the 2014 average sale price way up.  

The median price of $398K is within 0.2% of 

the full year 2014 median. 

■ There are currently 106 single family homes 

for sale in Eastham, with an average list price 

of $603K and a median price of $467K. (Note: 

last year there were 134 ‘active’ homes at this 

time).  There are 25 homes that are 

"Pending" (i.e. have a closing scheduled). 

 

Condos 

■ There were 5 condos sold in the first half of 

2015, with an average sale price of $251K. 

This compares to 2014 where only 3 condos 

were sold in the first half. 

■ There are 10 condos for sale in Eastham.  

These range from $160K to $449K. 

 

Residential Land 

■ Seven parcels of land sold in Eastham in 

1H15, up from 3 sold in the first half of 2014. 

■ There are currently 18 residential building lots 

available ranging from $150K to $499K. 

EASTHAM REAL ESTATE UPDATE — 1ST HALF 2015  

Commentary 

This year is looking like it’s going to be a pretty 

good year, with sales marginally ahead of last year.  

Sales are up just 1.7% from where we were last 

year at this time.  The YTD median sales price of 

$398K is only 0.2% below the full year 2014 me-

dian of $399K. Please keep in mind that it’s too 

early to draw too many conclusions from the data 

points I’ve presented.  However, we are 45 - 50%, 

sales wise, into the new year.  

 

■ There are 106 homes currently for sale in East-

ham, with an average days-on-market of 283 

(up from 203 for July 2014).  The particularly 

ugly winter snow storms caused a delay in new 

listings.  The 106 ‘actives’ will be about 10 

months’ worth of inventory. Hopefully, we’ll 

see enough new listings to keep the market 

moving.  

 

■ The market is beginning to feel like less of a 

"buyer's market' due to the lack of fresh inven-

tory of mid-priced homes.  However, I expect 

that the still low mortgage rates (under 4%) 

will convince some potential buyers that this is 

‘their’ opportunity.  Summer is a fun time to be 

on the Cape, so I’m hoping the robust sales will 

continue.  
 
 

www.RobertSheldon.com ,Phone: 508-237-9545,   

BobSheldon@remax.net 

http://www.robertsheldon.com/
mailto:BobSheldon@remax.net
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OTHER  EASTHAM HAPPENINGS 

■ Electronic voting was successfully inaugurated at the 

May 4th Town Meeting. 

 

■ Town Moderator Steve Cole is encouraging residents to 

fill out an anonymous survey about town meetings.  The 
survey can be obtained at the reception desk at Town 

Hall, at the library, or on-line on the town’s web site 

home page. 

 

■ At the first meeting of the Board of Selectman after the 

May election, they reorganized and elected Elizabeth 

Gawron, Chair, John Knight, Vice Chair, and Linda 

Burt, Clerk. 

 

■ The Recreation and Beach Dept. sponsors a wide range 

of summer programs such as swimming lessons, field 

trips etc. for kids to grown-ups.   For more information 

you can call 508-240-5974 or log on to www.eastham-

ma.gov and click on Town Departments and then 

Recreation & Beach. 

 
■ EFFI–Did you notice the beautiful flower islands 

throughout Eastham? Thanks to over 160 part time and 

full time residents, these 20 islands are a beacon of color 

and a welcome sight to the thousands of residents and 

tourists alike.  These are maintained by the numerous 

volunteers who make up EFFI-Eastham Famous Flower 

Islands, a non-profit organization devoted solely to 

beautifying the many intersections in Eastham for the 

past 30 years.  If you would like to volunteer your time 

please contact Carol Burton at  508-240-3360.  

 
Contributions to help defray the cost of the flowers can 

be sent to EFFI at PO Box 191, N. Eastham, MA.02651.   

 

■ Flemings Donut Shop one of the local landmarks on Rte. 
6 has closed.  They were tremendous supporters of 

EPRTA and will be missed. 

 

■ The town is in the process of creating a “turtle-cove” for 

the diamond-back terrapin, a state-listed endangered 

species.  Even though the state rejected the town’s 

application for funds, Sheila Vanderhoef, the Town 

Administrator and Neil Andres, the Director of Public 

Works turned to Mass Audobon’s Wellfleet Sanctuary 

 and the Preservation Art Committee for help. They put 

together an article for the Town Meeting asking voters to 

let the Selectmen acquire two parcels of land at 225 

Widgeon Drive and 5 Bill Blue Lane with $438,625 from 

the Community Preservation Open Spaces reserves and 
to turn the property over to the Conservation 

Commission to create, in perpetuity, a diamond-back 

terrapin habitat area for the nesting, study, and 

preservation of the species.  A reduced price of $538,625 

for the two lots was negotiated with the Audobon 

contributing a minimum of $100,000.   With the 

approval at Town Meeting, the entire process, including 

the P & S approval by the Conservation Commission 

etc., is expected to be completed this summer. 

 

■ Little Free Library Movement has a new location in 

Eastham.  Sharon and Earl Krause have placed a 

receptacle, in the shape of a school house, on their Fern 

Road property off Governor Prence Road, near the bike 
path.  This is part of a global movement to provide free 

public libraries by promoting literary life and the love of 

reading.   Sharon, who is a Trustee of the Eastham Public 

Library, along with her husband, who built the enclosure, 

have added a bench as well.   They welcome all to stop 

by to read, rest, or take a book home. 

 

■ In late April, the Board of Selectmen turned down an 

offer to partner with the Raynham-based Gendown 

Construction Co., on an LIP (Local Initiative Program), 

to build an 85  home affordable housing development 

( 22 of which would be affordably priced) at 2780 

Nauset Road, commonly known as the “Gravel Pit”.  
There were considerable concerns raised about the 

impact the project would have on contaminants  going 

into the recharge zone of the water wells, traffic patterns 

for emergency vehicles, and possible fires in this remote 

location.  Even though the Town declined the offer, the 

company, could still go ahead with the 40-B application 

on their own.  

 

■ The Eastham Public Library has been collecting turnip 

recipes for possible inclusion in a cookbook that is slated 

to be published before the Turnip Festival.  For more 

information contact Marianne Sinopoli at the library or 

by email at msinopoli@clamsnet.org.  The annual Turnip 

Festival will be held on November 21, 2015, 1 - 4pm, 
Nauset Regional High School, Cable Rd, Eastham. 

 

■ Windmill Weekend–This local favorite celebration will 

be held this year on September 11, 12 & 13.  Windmill 

Weekend is a series of events held on Windmill Green 

and other locations around town.  Activities include a 

sand art competition, road races, band concerts, arts and 

craft show, tricycle race, and dancing.  Continuous 

entertainment is held on the Green both Saturday and 

Sunday.  

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.eastham-ma.gov
http://www.eastham-ma.gov
mailto:msinopoli@clamsnet.org
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EASTHAM LIBRARY UPDATES 

From:  Debra DeJonker-Berry, Library Director 
 
The Eastham Public Library continues to offer 
programs and services in our temporary trailers. Our 
temporary library behind Town Hall is filled with 
almost 13,000 bestsellers, new books, DVDs, 
magazines and newspapers, and anything can be 
requested from other Cape libraries through the 
CLAMS catalog, and the new state-wide 
Commonwealth Catalog.   
 
Besides our Children’s Summer Reading Program, the 
Library is planning a One-Book, One-Town series, 
based on books about the local Pendleton Disaster 
story, with programs starting in July and ending in 
October. Museum passes are available, including our 
newest to the Boston Sports Museum at the Boston 
Garden, with more than a half-mile of exhibits 
celebrating Boston sports, arena tours and a stop in 
the Visitor's locker room.  All museum passes are 
funded by the Friends of the LIbrary. 
 
Working with the Town Clerk and the Historical 
Society, the Annual Town Reports and many other 
historical materials have been digitized and are now 
available online at http://easthamlibrary.org/eastham/
discovereasthamhistory.asp. 
 
The Library web-site also offers many other wonderful 
electronic resources  including Consumer Reports 
magazine, Zinio (offering 50 different magazines to 
download with an Eastham Public Library card), and a 
new e-Book/e-Audio book system called the 
Commonwealth Collection. The Schoolhouse Museum 
has generously offered a site for a new satellite Book 
Return so that our patrons do not have to venture 
onto Route 6 to return books and DVDs.   
 
Watch construction of our new Eastham Public Library 
by driving down Samoset Road or enjoy the many 
presentations, community updates and photographs 
about the new Library on our web-site http://
easthamlibrary.org/eastham/newlibrary.asp.  
 
The Library Staff is always there to help, so please give 
us a call or stop by the trailer library! 
 

Eastham Library Building Fund, Inc. 
From: Nancy Eisenbarth 
 
The Eastham Library Building Fund, Inc. (ELBFI) is 
pleased to announce that the Combined Building Fund 
Total, including $53,000 in grants, is over $800,000.  
The committee is hosting several fund raising events in 
2015: Please join us for a cocktail party Monday, 
September 14th  at PB Boulangerie Bistro in South 
Wellfleet.  Stop by anytime between 5 – 8pm.  Stay on 
Cape a little longer this year to enjoy a pleasant end-of-
summer evening of hors d’oeuvres and wine.   Stay 
tuned for details.   
 
70 people attended an Author Talk and High Tea on 
June 9th at The Church of the Holy Spirit in Orleans.  
Composer and writer Jan Swafford discussed his highly 
respected biography of Ludwig von Beethoven and 
previous books on Johannes Brahms and Charles Ives.  
Authentic English tea, sweet and savory treats, door 
and raffle prizes, and a book signing completed the 
afternoon.  Library Director Deb DeJonker-Berry and 
several guests noted that the new Eastham Public 
Library’s meeting room will soon provide the perfect 
venue for many special events, presentations and 
performances.       
 
The library building site on Samoset Rd. changes 
weekly.  The steel girders & supports are being 
installed currently.  Plans show an Eastham Public 
Library that will be a welcoming community gathering 
and learning space, with a large meeting room and up 
to date electronics, assistive technology for hearing 
and sight-impaired patrons, and technical equipment 
for all ages.  From children, young adult, adult areas, 
and an outdoor reading garden there will be views of 
Depot Pond.   
 
Of course, many shelves will provide books, CDs, DVDs 
and current periodicals and newspapers.  The Eastham 
Room will preserve delicate historical documents and 
artifacts for future generations and researchers. 
 
If you would like more information on how you can 
help, please go to www.elbfi.org.   
 
 

http://easthamlibrary.org/eastham/discovereasthamhistory.asp
http://easthamlibrary.org/eastham/discovereasthamhistory.asp
http://easthamlibrary.org/eastham/newlibrary.asp
http://easthamlibrary.org/eastham/newlibrary.asp
http://www.elbfi.org
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AREA WIDE ISSUES / SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES 

1. You are invited 
Eastham Conservation Foundation, Orleans Pond 

Coalition, Brewster Ponds Coalition, Friends of 

Chatham Waterways and the Wellfleet 

Conservation Trust join the National Park Service 
to invite you to a very important presentation on 

Sept. 26, 2015, 2:00-3:00 p.m., at the Salt Pond 

Visitor Center Auditorium.  
 

The Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) will 

present – Sea Level Rise:  Changing Cape Cod’s 
Groundwater. This is the third short documentary 

made by talented Cape Cod filmmakers Daniel 

Cojanu and Elise Hugus of UnderCurrent 

Productions.  The film series tells the story of Cape 
Cod’s various water challenges.   

 

This latest film released earlier this year focuses on 
the connectivity of our water and the impact sea 

level rise is already having on our freshwater 

aquifer, ponds, streams, wastewater, infrastructure 
and ecology.  Following the film, APCC Executive 

Director Ed Dewitt will lead a short discussion.   

 

2. National Seashore’s Superintendent George Price 
announced that the following entrance fees for the 

Cape Cod beaches were approved and increased for 

the 2015 summer season: 

 

■ Daily fee for motorcycles went from $5 to 

$15 

■ Daily fee for vehicles went from $15 to $20 
■ Seasonal Pass went from $45 to $60 

 

The most controversial proposal to raise the daily 
fee on walk-ins and bicyclists from $3 to $10 was 

not implemented due to significant negative 

reaction from the public. 
 

3. ArtsApp Cape Cod is the best way to create your 

own Arts Trail, and find great Cape Cod artists, 

craftspeople, galleries, museums, art centers, 
theaters, concerts, and more! Download this app  to 

your mobile device to find what’s near to you while 

you wander around the Cape.  Plan visits to studios 
of artists inspired by the Cape’s natural beauty, 

galleries highlighting award-winning artists, and 

museums and performing arts venues that reflect 
the unique arts community of Cape Cod. 

 

 

 

4. Exciting Football News!!!     
Nauset Regional High School has hired Mike 

Sherman, the former coach of the Greenbay 

Packers, Texas A&M, and, early in his career, 

Holy Cross, to be their head coach.  Sherman is a 
West Dennis resident, who has called the Cape his 

home for many years and has spent the last 30 

fishing its waters. 
 

5. Kids Today!!!     

Periodically we inform our readership about Cape 
Cod Compact and the programs they have for 

conserving energy.   Well, it has come to my 

attention that one of the local students is attending 

a science program at one of the youth centers in 
the area, and, as part of his project, incorporated 

information from a link about light bulbs and 

reducing our footprint.  I’ve listed the link to let 
you see what great things the kids of today are 

working on: 

 
https://www.ileads.com/posts-press/2014/04/07/

switching-to-led-bulbs/ 

 

Orleans 
■ Orleans Historical Society- Coast Guard History- 

The CG36500, is one of only two gold medal 

boats in the Coast Guard that sailed into history in 
1952, when the four-man crew left Chatham Fish 

Pier in the middle of a February nor’easter to 

rescue the crew of the Pendleton that was sinking 

offshore.  They were able to save 31 men from the 
tanker. 

 

Currently, the Society is running a raffle to raise 
money to make urgent repairs to the boat, which is 

on the National Register of Historic Places.  The 

winner of the raffle will receive two spots on the 
boat when it travels to Boston on August 7, to be 

on hand for the commissioning of the new Coast 

Guard Cutter, James, and then returning to its 

home in Orleans on August 9.  For more 
information call 508-240-1329, or go to: 

 

www.OrleansHistoricalSociety.com  
 

 

https://www.ileads.com/posts-press/2014/04/07/switching-to-led-bulbs/
https://www.ileads.com/posts-press/2014/04/07/switching-to-led-bulbs/
http://www.OrleansHistoricalSociety.com
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FOR CHANGES & NEW MEMBERS ONLY 

(Please print) 
 

First Name: __________________________ 
 

Last Name: __________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________ 
 

 __________________________ 
 

City/Town: __________________________ 
 

State: _______  Zip: ______________ 
 

 

E-mail: (Please print carefully) 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 

Dues: $20.00 

Make Checks Payable to: 

EPRTA, PO Box 122, N. Eastham, MA 02651 

 
New Member:  Yes ___   No ___ 

 

Note: cut on dotted line to include your ad-
dress label on back of this page. 

 

Changes or New Members Only! 

 

What’s Happening in Eastham? 

 

Get information anytime by going to: 

www.WickedLocalEastham.com  

 

Or, visit the Chamber of Commerce at 1700 

Rte. 6, Eastham (at the corner of Governor 

Prence Rd.). 

 

Their telephone number is 508-255-3444 

(Information Booth) or 508-240-7271 

(Chamber Office) or on-line at: 

info@easthamchamber.com. 

 

Transfer Station (Dump)  Summer Hours: 

Beginning July 2015 

Friday - Wednesday 

7:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Closed Thursday 

 

Swap Shop Hours: 

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Sat, Sun, Wed. 

 

Take the Recycling Survey, go to: 
www.eastham-ma.gov/

Public_Documents/

EasthamMA_DPW/

Informative Web sites 

EPRTA................................ www.eprta.org 

Eastham Library .................. www.easthamlibrary.org 

Town of Eastham ................ www.eastham-ma.gov 

National Seashore............... www.nps.gov/caco 

 

LET YOUR FINGERS DO THE WALKING 

 

■ Nauset Light Beach–Another winter has come and gone 

and once again the stairs at Nauset Light had to be 

rebuilt.  As you can see from the picture below, they are 
ready for the 

thousands of 

tourists that 

visit this 

beautiful 

beach.  

(Here’s hoping 

they will 

survive next 

winter).  
 

(Continued from page 4) 

BECAUSE YOU ASKED... 

http://www.WickedLocalEastham.com
mailto:info@easthamchamber.com
http://survey.eastham-ma.gov/survey/sid/eaf4d92cfb4aa540/
http://survey.eastham-ma.gov/survey/sid/eaf4d92cfb4aa540/
http://survey.eastham-ma.gov/survey/sid/eaf4d92cfb4aa540/
http://www.eprta.org
http://www.easthamlibrary.org
http://www.eastham-ma.gov
http://www.nps.gov/caco
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It’s all on the label 
 

For those members receiving your newsletter by 
US mail-   if your address label has a 
“15” (including quotation marks) on it, your dues 
are up to date for 2015.    Thank you.    If your 
label has a “14”, your 2015 dues are now due.   
Please consider paying your dues using Paypal, or 
if you choose use the enclosed pre-addressed 
envelope. 
 
Also on the label you will find an email status 
code. An “E-Yes” means your email address is in 
our file and is accepting our periodic e-alerts. An 
“E-X” means that we have an address for you but 
our last email alert was returned to EPRTA as 
undeliverable. An “E-No” indicates that we do not 
have an email address for you. If you are in the “E
-X” or “E-No” category, the surest way to update 
your email address in our database is to send an 
email to info@eprta.org 
 

 

 

REMEMBER, YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ON-LINE VIA 

PAYPAL  

 

You can do this by logging onto our website: 

www.eprta.org  

and clicking the 

Join/Renew membership button. 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS — 2015 DUES ARE NOW DUE!!! 

mailto:news@eprta.org
http://www.eprta.org

